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MEMO TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Rosemarie Ives, Mayor 
 
DATE: September 6, 2005 
 
SUBJECT: ORDINANCE:  ADOPT FINDINGS OF FACT TO EXTEND THE 
 EMERGENCY INTERIM SIGN ORDINANCES NO. 2253 AND  
 2254 THROUGH MARCH 15, 2006 
 
I. RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 Hold a public hearing and by motion adopt an ordinance (Attachment A) with Findings 

of Fact to allow a continuation of emergency interim sign regulations through March 16, 
2006.  This ordinance will extend the limitation on the display of freestanding signs 
within specified residential zones, place restrictions on the display of all portable 
commercial signs, and clarify the definition of political signs. 

 
II. DEPARTMENT CONTACT PERSONS 
 Roberta Lewandowski, Director, Planning and Community Development, 425-556-2447 
 Jim Roberts, Assistant Director, Planning and Community Development, 425-556-2424 
 Deborah Farris, Code Compliance Officer, 425-556-2465 
 James Haney, City Attorney, 206-447-7000 
 
III. DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND 
 On March 15, 2005, City Council adopted Emergency Interim Sign Ordinance No. 2253 

(Attachment B).  On March 22, 2005, Emergency Interim Sign Ordinance No. 2254 
(Attachment C) was adopted.  City Council held a public hearing on May 3, 2005, and 
chose to continue the interim sign regulations through September 15, 2005 and to refer 
these regulations to the Planning Commission for further review. 

 
 Ordinance No. 2253 limits the number of portable real estate signs, commercial signs and 

construction signs to one (1) six-square-foot sign per business.  These signs may only be 
displayed between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  This ordinance also clarifies the 
definition of political signs.   

 
Ordinance No. 2254 clarifies the permissibility of displaying freestanding signs within 
residential zoning districts. 

  
In response to the real estate industry’s concern that one (1) portable real estate sign falls 
short of the number of signs perceived to be needed by those in the industry, City 
Council directed staff to draft a supportable ordinance, based upon studies and data, that 
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would address the real estate industry’s concerns.  This alternative approach was to be 
presented to the Planning Commission for review and recommendations, alongside 
Ordinances No. 2253 and 2254.  Completing work on the additional ordinances has taken 
more time than originally anticipated; therefore, staff is requesting that the ordinances 
already in effect be extended through March 16, 2006.   

 
IV. IMPACT 

A. Service Delivery:  Extending both emergency interim sign ordinances through  
 March 16, 2006 would continue the regulations that address aesthetics, safety issues, 

and equal regulatory treatment of all portable commercial signs.  The extension 
would also provide additional time for staff to prepare the additional alternative 
ordinance, thereby being able to submit all three ordinances to the Planning 
Commission for review.  (The Planning Commission will schedule a public hearing 
before making its recommendation to the City Council.)    

 
B.  Fiscal:  None.  At this time the workload for the code compliance officers has   
      returned to what it was prior to January 2004. 

 
V. ALTERNATIVES TO STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

A.  Do not adopt findings and conclusions, and allow both emergency interim  
ordinances to expire.  The Council is required to hold a public hearing and adopt 
findings and conclusions in order to extend the emergency ordinances through March 
16, 2006.  If the Council does not do so, the emergency ordinances will expire.  This 
would mean the City would be back in the same situation as prior to adoption of the 
emergency ordinances, (i.e., the City would be without any regulations pertaining to 
portable or temporary signs).  This would allow the proliferation of signs to increase 
steadily over time until a final decision as to the constitutionality of Redmond’s 
original sign ordinance is handed down from the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals. 

 
B.  Revise the findings of fact, and amend the emergency ordinances as appropriate 

to better reflect Council policy interest.  The Council could, based on the testimony 
received at the hearing, amend the emergency ordinances, and craft revised findings 
and conclusions to address Council concerns about the current provisions.    

 
VI. TIME CONSTRAINTS 
 The emergency interim ordinances, amending the sign code, will expire on September 15, 

2005, unless extended or made permanent by the City Council.  
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VII. LIST OF ATTACHMENTS     
 Attachment A: Proposed Ordinance  

Attachment B: Ordinance No. 2253 
Attachment C: Ordinance No. 2254 

 
 
 
 

 
/s/  8/22/05  

 Roberta Lewandowski, Planning Director  Date  
 
 
 
 
 
 Approved for Council Agenda:  /s/  8/22/05  
    Rosemarie Ives, Mayor  Date 
 
 
 
 



ATTACHMENT A 
 
:jeh 
08/31/05 

ORDINANCE NO.   
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF REDMOND, 
WASHINGTON, DECLARING THE CONTINUED 
EXISTENCE OF AN EMERGENCY; EXTENDING THE 
INTERIM AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY’S SIGN 
REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY ORDINANCES 2253 AND 
2254 THROUGH MARCH 15, 2006, ADOPTING FINDINGS IN 
SUPPORT OF SUCH EXTENSION AND INTERIM 
AMENDMENTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND 
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

              
 

WHEREAS, Ordinances 2253 and 2254 of the City of Redmond, passed by the 

City Council on March 15 and March 22, 2005, respectively, adopted certain interim 

amendments to the City’s sign regulations relating to portable signs and freestanding signs, and 

WHEREAS, after holding a public hearing on May 15, 2005, the City Council 

adopted Findings and Conclusions in support of Ordinances 2253 and 2254, and 

WHEREAS, the interim regulations adopted by Ordinances 2253 and 2254 are set 

to expire on September 15, 2005, and 

WHEREAS, additional time is necessary to develop alternatives to the interim 

regulations and to process such alternatives through the City’s Planning Commission for 

consideration by the City Council, and 

WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing on extension of the interim 

regulations on September 6, 2005, and after considering all testimony received, determined to 

extend the interim regulations as provided herein, now, therefore, 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REDMOND, WASHINGTON, 

HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
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Section 1. Extension of Interim Sign Code Amendments.  The interim 

amendments to Sections 20D.160.10-050, 20D.10-160-060 and 20A.20.160 of the Redmond 

Community Development Guide and Redmond Municipal Code, as adopted by Ordinances 2253 

and 2254, passed by the City Council on March 15 and March 22, 2005, respectively, are hereby 

extended and made effective through March 15, 2006, unless sooner replaced by permanent 

regulations adopted by subsequent ordinance.  The said interim amendments shall automatically 

expire on the date set forth in the preceding sentence unless further extended. 

Section 2. Adoption of Findings.  In support of the extension of the interim 

amendments provided for in Section 1 above, the City Council hereby re-adopts the findings 

adopted in support of Ordinances 2253 and 2254 on May 15, 2005, together with the recitals of 

this ordinance. 

Section 4. Severability. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

ordinance should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, 

such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other 

section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance. 

Section 5. Effective Date – Declaration of Emergency.  For the reasons set 

forth in the findings adopted by the City Council in support of Ordinances 2253 and 2254 on 

May 15, 2005 and for the reasons set forth in the recitals to this ordinance, the City Council 

hereby finds and declares that an emergency continues to exist which necessitates that this 

ordinance become effective immediately in order to preserve the public health, safety and 

welfare.  This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon passage.  The City Clerk is 

directed to publish a summary of this ordinance at the earliest possible publication date. 
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APPROVED: 

 

             
      MAYOR ROSEMARIE M. IVES 

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
CITY CLERK, MALISA FILES 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
      
CITY ATTORNEY JAMES E. HANEY 
 
FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK: 
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL: 
PUBLISHED: 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 
ORDINANCE NO. 
 






























